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for.and obtained a retuin.showing the -proportionate contributicny
to the revenue from all-sources—from execise, customs, and ‘generak

taxation—made by Esngland, Scotland, and Ireland - respectively.:

According to their return it-appears that England and Wales contri-
bute 79:per cent. of the total taxation, that: Scotland -contributes
11 per cent.,-and Jreland 10 per cent.. ‘This would entitle: England
and Wales to 515 representations, Seotland to 72, and Ireland to 65.
But here. again, ag in the eage of population, we must have regard’
to the exceptional -position of London, in: which, not to:mention
other considerations, the rating of houses is adventitiously high and
the rating of lands is exceptionally limited. If this be taken into
acecumnt, it will be found on a fair estimate that. England is enfitled
to 507 seats in the House of Commons, Scotland to 78, and Ireland
to 67. It-wae probably by giving effect -to this consideraticn thap.
Mr. Gladstone fixed  the proportionate number of seats to whieh
Secotland . was entitled at 78—the. same number as: has Just been
speclﬁed R ae : o

* This- conjecture -is Wananted by otl1e1 conmdemtlons.. For‘ ax-~
ample, if we compare the annual value of house property in Seofland:
with that in England as a whole, the result gives to Scotland ouly
11-5 per ceut. ; but if we compare Scotland with England, excluding

London, the vesult gives to Scotland 16°1 per cent. If we compare -

the returns for Income Tax (for the year 1880-81) with. the whole of
England;-we find that, Scotland. contributes only 115 per eent.; but
if wo. exclucle London, Seotland’s .proportion is again 161 per cent.,
which would entitle her to 744 members in the House of Commnions.

. Perhaps the fairest way to arvive at.a definite conclusion is to
combine the results prodnced by the application of these various
tests and -to strike an average. - By this method Beotland. is fairly
entitled to 78-5 members, so that Mr. Shaw-Lefevre’s estimate of 72
members-—70 for boroughs. and counties, and 2 for the universities
—is the lowest number with which the people of Scotland ought to
be satisfied. This elaim becomes the stronger and the more irre-
gisbible when it is remembered that it rests, not merely-on statis-
tieal grounds, but also and quite:as much on the position of Scotland
as.an'integral facter in the: composition of the United Kingdo,
possesging a history of its own, and a nationality that is worthy of

“being respected and preserved, and that eannot- be. 1gnored without
'1oss to the 1mpe11a1 copaltnershlp :

W. Scorr DALGLEISH.
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Iz is‘-”preﬁif:y generally recognised. in Europe, that, albogether onr penal

institutions are very far from being what they ought t¢ be, and no.

better indeed than . go .many contradictions. in- action of the modern.

theory of the treatment of eriminals. - The principle of the lex talionis”
-+=of the right of the community to avenge itself on the criminal—is-
o longer admissible, - 'We have come to an understanding that society-

at large is responsible for the vices that ‘grow in it; even ag it hag its:
gshare in the glovy .of its heroes; and we generally admit, at least.

in-theoty, thal when we deprive & criminal .of his libertyy it is to:

purify and improve him. But we know how hideously at variance-
with the ideal the reality is. - The murderer is simply handed over
to the hangman ; -and the man whois shut up in a prison is so far
from being bettered by the change, that-he comes ont more resolutely:
the foe of society than -he was when he went in, Subjection, on dis-

gradeful terms, to a humiliating work gives him an antipathy to all

kinds . of :labour, After -suffering every sort of humiliation at -the
ingtance: of those whose lives are lived in immunity from the peouliar
conditions which bring man to crime-—or to-such sorts of it as are
punishable by the operations of the law-—he learns to hate the section.
of society to which his humiliation belongs, and proves his hatred by
fiew offences against it. -And if the penal institutions of Western.
Europe have failed thus completely to realise the ambition on which
they justify their existence, what shall we say of the penal institu-
tiong. of Rusgia ?  The ineredible duration of preliminary defentiony
the horrible - civcumstanees of .prison life; the congregation .of
Lundreds of prisoners into dirty and small: chambers; the Hagrant
immerality of a corps.of gaolers who are practically. omnipotent,
whose whole function is to terrorise and oppress, and who rob their
charges of the few coppers doled out to them by :the State; the want
of labour and the total absence of. all that eoniributes to the morak

wolfare of man; the cynical contempt of human dignity, and -the

physical degradation of prisoners—these are the elements of prison
life in Russia. Not that the prineciples of Russian penal institutions
were worse than those applied to the same institutions in Western
Europe. I am rather inclined to hold the contrary.: Surely, it is
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less degrading for the convict to be employed in useful work in Siberia, »

than 4o spend his life in picking oakum, or in climbing the steps of
a wheel; and—-to compare two evils—it is more humane to employ
the assassin as a labourer in a gold mine and, after a few years, make
a free settler of him, than peaceably to turn him over to a hangman.
In Russia, however, principles are always ruined in application.
And if we consider the Russian prisons and penal settlements, not as
they ought to be according to the law, but as they are in reality, we
can do no less than recognise, with all the best Russian explorers of
our prisons, that they are an outrage on humanity.

In England and in the United States several attempts have
recently been made to represent the Russian prisons under the most
smiling aspect. The best known of them are those made by the
Reverend Mr. Lansdell in England, and by Mr. Kennan in the United
States, Mr, Kennan came to the conclusion that his sojowrn ag an
officer of the Overland Telegraph Company on the shores of the Sea
of Okhotsl—a few thowsand miles, more or less, from the penal
quarters of Siberia—entitles him to speak authoritatively aboub
Siberian prisons and prisoners. Is it surprising that his experience
should be flatly contradicted by those Russians who have seriously
studied the life of prisoners in Siberia? Of Mr. Lansdell there is

something more to say. Ie has seen Siberian gaols. Outstripping .

the post in his career, he has crossed a country which has no railways,
at a speed of 6,800 miles in 75 days; and in the space of fourfeen
hours, indeed, he breakfasted, he dined, he travelled over 40 miles,
and he visited the three chief gaols of Siberia—at Tobolsk, at Alex-
androvskiy Zavod, and at Kara. Amply furnished with' official re-
commendations, he saw, during this short time, as much as the.
officials choge to show; and for a country like Siberia that is surely
a great deal. Had he anything of the critical faculty which is the
firgt virtue of a traveller, it would have enabled him to appreciate
the relative value of the information he obtained in the course of
his official scamper through the Siberian prisons; and his book—
especially if he had taken note of existing Russian literature on the
gubject—might have been a useful one. Unhappily, he neither saw
norread, and hig book—in so far, at least; as it is concerned with gaols
and conviets—can only convey false ideas. 'This being the case, I
think the present paper may prove of interest. Such:information as
it containg is; at least, authentic, inasmuch as it is derived, not- only
from books, but from the personal experience of prison life of myself
and certain of my friends. ' S —

~ One of the greatest results of the Liberal movement of 1857-1862
wasg the judicial véform. The old law-coufts, in whiech the procedure
was all in writing, were done away with, and trial by jury, which had
disappeared under the despotism of the Tsars of Moscow, was: re-
iritroduced. The new law of judicial procedure, promulgated in 1864,
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was consideved as decidedly the most. liberal and humane in Euarope,
About the same time punishment by the knoot and the branding-
iron was abolished.” It was high time. Public opinion was revolted
by the existence of these shameful implements, and it was so powerful
at that time that governors of provinies refused to confirm the
sentences thaj: enjoined their use; others—as I have Lknown in
Siberia—would give the executioner to understand that, unless he
merely played at doing his abominable office (a well-known and
highly profitable art), “his own skin should be torn to pieces.’ But:
like all other reforms of the last reign, the benefits of the ne“’r
judicial reform were paralysed by subsequent modifications. The
reform was not made universal, and in thirty-nine provinces out of
seventy-two, the old courts are still maintained. They are in
operation over the whole of Siberia, for instance ; and each of them
is a perfect sink of corruption. Again, the old- penal code, with a
scale of punishments in flagrant disagreement with the present state
of our prisons, wag maintained ; while subsequent regulations have
completely altered the sense of the Judiciary Law of 1864. T shall
only set down what is continually repeated in the Russian press, if I
write that ‘the examining magistrates (juges d'instrudiion) have
never enjoyed the independence bestowed on them by the new law;
that the judges have been made more and more dependent upon the
Minister of Justice, whose nominees they are, and who has the right
of transferring them from one province to another; thiat the institu-
tion of sworn advocates, uncontrolled by criticism, has degenerated
absolutely ; and that the peasant whose case is not likely to become
a eause célebre does not receive the benefit of counsel, and is com-
pletely in the hands of a creature like the -procureur-impérial in
Zola’s novel. Independent jurors are, of cowrse, impossible in a
country where the peasant-juror knows that he may be heaten by
anything in uniform at the very doors of the court. As for the
verdicts of the juries, they are in poor repute indeed ; they are not
respected at all if they are in contradiction with the judgment of the
governor of the province, and the acquitted may be seized as they
leave the dock and imprisoned anew on the: simple order of the
Administrative, Such, for instance, was the case of the peasant
Burounoff. He came to St. Petersburg on behalf of his fellow-
villagers to bring a complaint to the Tsar against the authorities,
and he was tried as a ‘vebel’ He was acquitted by the court; but
he wag rearrested on the very flight of steps outside, and sent in
exile to the peninsula of Kola. Such, too, were the cages of Vera
Zagsoulitch, of the raskelnil (nonconformist) Tetenoff, and many
more, The Third Section and the governors of provinces look
on the new courts as mere nuisances, and act accordingly, Finally,
a great many cases are disposed of by the Executive & huis clos—
away from judges and juries alike The preliminary inquiry in alt
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cases in which a ¢ political meaning * it discovered is simply made by
gendarmerie officers, sometimes in the presence of a procureur, who
acoompanies them in their raids—an official in eivil dress attached
to the corps of gendarmerie, who-is a blaclk sheep to his fellows, and
whose funetion is to assist, or appear to assist, at the examination of
those .arrested by the Third Section, Sentence and punishment
(which may be exile for life within the Arctic cirele in Siberia) are
the wigh of the Third Section, or of the Fxecutive. In thig category
are included, not only the cases of political offenders belonging te
gecret societies, bub also those of religious dissenters ; almost all cages
of disobedience to authoritys, both individual and collective ; the
strikes ; the ¢ offences against 1lis Majésty the limperor .—under
which 2,600 people wexe recently arrested in the course of six
months ; in short, all those cascs which might compromise the
authorities, or tend—to use the official language— to the production
of excitement in the public mind! As to political trials, only the
early societies were. tried under the law of 1864. Afterwards, the
government having perceived that the judges are rather well digpozed
than otherwisey towards political offenders, they were tried before
acked courts; that is, by- judges nominated especially for the pur-
pose. To thiz yule the case of Vera Zagsonlitch was 8 rmemorable
exception, She Was iried by a jury, and acquitted. But—to quote
Professor Gradovsky’s words in & journal suppressed since—¢ It is an
Petersburg that the case wonld never have been
brought before a jury but for certain % quarrels # hetween the Prefect
of Police on the one gide, and the Third Seotion and the Ministers of
Justice and the Tuterior -on the other-—but for cortain. of those
joloustes de métior, without which, in our disordered state of ex-
istence, it wonld often be impossible for us to so much as breathe”
Tt need hardly. be noted that true- reports of political trigls in the
presg were never permitted. Formerly the jownals were hound to

open secret in St

reproduce the ¢ cooked ' report p_ubl_ished by the Offieial Messengers;

but now the Government has perceived that even such reports produce
- a profound impression on the public mind, which is always favourable
{0 the aceused ; and NOW its work is done in complete- darkness. By

the law of September 1881 the governor-general and the governors

of provinces are enabled to request ¢ that all those cases be heard in
caihera which might produce 8 disturbance of minds (sic) or disturb
the public peace.’ For preventing the divnlgation of the speeches of
the accused, or of such facts as might compromise the (Govern-
ment, nobedy ig. admitted to the court, nob even members of the
Ministry of Justice—* only the wife or the hoshand of the accused
(always in cugtody also), or the father, mother, or one of the children ;
bub no more than one relative for each person accused.’ | At the last
trial of Terrorists, when ten people were condemned to death, the
mother of Sukhanoff was the-one person who enjoyed this privilege.
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Many cases are despatched in such a '
th?' trials ta}li? place. : Thus; for instan(}:? s\rv:hjgmiﬁ:gyiip? i "Vhen
of the fate of an officer of the army, son of the gdvefn‘or of -thgnma?ee
the St.-Pete.rsburg fortress, who had been condemned to h fiiglao o
for connection with -re'volutiofnists, until we learnad it ina:'d‘ :ﬂilsj 01ur
from an E’{0’5' of accusation read at a trial a long while oster':l 'B ]‘3 ; 1'37
own; The public learns from the Official Jia? essaﬁ-geﬁ th tlz]ln '0 -
hqgf,gomml}teq to hard labour for life a sentence of .dea,th oo -
=on'_f reVo}ufommsts ; but nothing transpires. either o.f the trizFlmn'o ul]":l .
crimes :meutgd to the eondemued. Nay, even the last c:n?; ;)ti'}he
o.f,ﬁhose condemned to death, the consolation of dying public;) s
.ta,k.en.a_wa,y..-' Hanging will- now be ‘done secretly within the Wyilwa:‘
.thg..forb}'&SS, in the presence of nome from the world without ) ;‘l;).
;‘].ciasond 1;}; that wzlh;n Ryssakoff was brought out’ to the gal.lllt;ws hZ
ghowed the crowd his mutilated hand .
dr_u-ms, that he had been tortured aft:;' a::]igal?hoﬁzd:viigg: tha]? e
by a group of ¢Liberals,” who, repudiating” any sympath; erielﬂ:l ezid
Terrorists, .yet held it their duty to publish the facts of t]:few in
al.glf-mdestl-.ne. proclamagion, and to call attention to thi 'Eﬂse m‘
offerice against the laws of humanity. ‘Now nothing will besl g
what ]?appens iwthe casemates of the fortress of Paul and P {tnown o
‘Lhe .tna,l and bhefore the éxecution. - At least, the G‘rolvern o E‘r afiter
80, .a:fter having sent to hard labour the son ,bf a gaoler :;Zﬂ fihmk
:s.(l)l;hers: 'accgsed of letter-cariying between prigoners and theirafrigrzl(:in
;ﬁ ];zsziz:llé tBhtb vf;eciaiz];v??,idllhave. not the slightest hesita.tiuj
iy ' at “‘at least: btwo :revolutionist dri
Mikhailoff axid Rysdakoff, were submitied to .to;izb?r?;;ﬂzzﬁ;‘gc? dl'mn
In 18_ 61, our governors of provinces were ordered to in t“tbyf:u'
general inquiry into the state of the prisons. The Go ; ‘S ont
__t.h?lt of the early years of Alexander IT,—was Libera.l atv;z]:;:niril;
Eﬂ@o{;& \Elﬁztwhole the inquiry was fairly made. Its results de%e:z
i i Sy s Sy, e o i
and Siberid sfate imaginable. . mber ¢
E;i?;?zsﬁ 121 1e:achd .\;aslr commonly twice afd‘ tﬁfiee-iih:x;;z:l ;b; rtl?: '
aximum ‘dllowed by law. The ‘buildings were so’ old and dilapi.
dated, and in such a shoeking statz c}? I.E%ShT?se f?)Olboeldfoa:ngh dllap'k
pl-art.::no_t ‘only uninhabitable, but beyond the scope of : the :mOSt
rgfoi‘]x‘;%t‘;lk}at_s?pped short of reconstruetion. - peo e
Within affairs wére even worse than withe om s
found corrupt to the core, and the oﬂﬁci;{;tilvltg eviﬁey?ﬁisiﬁz ?ﬁ

- need of improvement than the gaols. In the Transbaikal provinee,
7

f;ﬁff- &b thaF time, almost all hard-labour convicts were kept, the
4 ittee .of inquiry reported (I was secretar i stod
omni n . y to it, and entry

:;llﬂthfa dl"a?vmg up of its report) that the prison ,buildin’;s u;zii
o ¥y ’;‘]il] .1u1ns, and that the whole of the penal system had followed
guit, roughout the Empire it was recognised that theory and
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practice stood equally in need of light and air; that everything
must be changed, alike in matter and in epirit; and that we must
not only rebuild our prisons, bub completely reform our prison
system, and reconstitute the prison staff from -the first man to
the last. The CGovernment, however, elected to do mothing. - It
uilt & few new prisons which proved ipsufficient to® accommodate

‘the new prisoners (the population having since increased by more ‘

than 10,000,000); convicts were’ farmed out to proprietors of
private gold mines; a new penal colony was gettled on Sakhalin,
to colonise an island where nobody was willing to settle freely;
and that was all. The old order remained unchanged, the old mis-
chief unrepaired. Year after year the prisons fall further into
decay, and year after year the prison staff grows more dishonest

and more shameless. Year after year the Ministry of Justice applies

for money to spend in repairs, and year after year the Goverament
is content to put it off with the half, or less than the half, of what it
asks ; and when—as in 1879 to 1881—it calls for over three million
ronbles, can gpare it no more than a paltry twelve hundred thousand,
The consequence is that the gaols are becoming permanent centres

of infection, and that, according.to the report of a recent committee, .
at least two-thirds of them are urgently in need of being rebuilt -
. from top to bottora. Rightly to accommodate her prisoners, Russia

would bave to build half as many prisons again ag she has, Tudeed,
in 1879, there were 70,488 cases for trial, and the aggregate maxi-
mum capacity of the Russian prisons is only for 54,263 souls. In

single. gaols, built for the detention of 200 to 260 persons, the num- B

ber of prisoners is commonly %00 and 800 at a time. In the prisons
on the route to Siberia, when conviet parties are stopped by floods,
the overcrowding is still more monstrous.!

1 The Russian priscr system is thus consbituted ; First of all, we have §24 prisons
or logk-ups, for cases awalting trial, for a maximum of 54,253 inmates, together with
four Touses of detention for 1,184 inmates, The political prisons st the Third Sec-
tion and in the fortresses are now included in this category. Of conviet depbts—for
prigoners waiting transfer to their finel stations—there are 10, with accommodation
for7,150; with two for political convicts (at Mtgensk and Vyshniy-Volochok}, with
aocommodation for 140, Then come the arrestantsliya roty, or ¢ convict companies,’
which are military organisations for the performance of compulsory labour, and

which are worse than the hard.-labour prisons in Siberia, though they are nominally - .
a lighter punishment. Of these thete ave 33, with accommodation for 7,136 (9,609

in 1879). In this category must be included also the 13 ‘houses of correction s’

two large ones with mccommodation for 1,120 (962 ln 1879), and 11 smaller ones-

for 435.. The hard-labour cases are provided for in 13 ¢gentral prisoms’ Of

theso, thers ‘are peven in Russia, with accommodation for 2,745 ; three in Western .

Siberia, with accommodation for 1,150 ; two in Eastern Siberia, with accommodation
for 1,660 ; and one on Sakhalin Teland, with accommodstion for 600 (1,103 in 1879).
Other hard-labour convicts—10,434 in number—are distributed smong the Govern-
ment mines, gold-washings, and factories in Siberia; namely, at the Kara golds
washings, where there arve 2,000 at the Troitek, Ust-Kut, and Irkutsk salt-works, at
the Nikolayevsk and Petrovek sron-works, and at a prison at the former silver-works
of Akatui, Finally, hard-labour convicts are farmed cut to private owners of gold-
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i -The great majority of onr prisoners (about. F00,000) are persons

" gwaiting - trial. They may be recognised for inmocent s and in

Russia, where arrests are ‘made in the niost haphazard way, three
times out of ten their innocence is patent to everybody. We learn
in fact, from the annual report of the Ministry of “Justice for 1876"
@ha't of 99,964 arrests made during that year, only. 37,159—that is,
© 37 per cent,—could be brought before a court; and that a,mohg,-
these were 12,612 acquittals,- More than 75,000 _pérsons were thus
subjected to arrest and imprisonment- without baving any serious

~ charge against them ; and of the 25,000 or so who were convieted

and converted into ¢eriminals,’ a very large proportion (about 15
per cent.) are men and women who have not coniplied. with passport
regulations, or with some other vexatory meagare of our Administra-
tion, It must be noted that all these prisoners, three quarters of
whom are recognised innocent, spend months, and very often years
in the provineial lockups, those famous ostrogs which the tra,velle;
sces at the entrance of every Russian town., They lie there idle and
hopeless, at the mercy of a set .of omnipotent gaolers, packed like
herrings ina cagk, in rooms of inconceivable foulness, in an atmo-
sphere that gickens, even to insensibility, any one entering 'directiy
from the open air, and which is charged with the emanations of the
horrible parashe—a baskeb kept in the room to serve the necessities
of & hundred human beings. :

In this.connection I cannot do.better than quote a few. passages
from the prison experiences of my friend Madame C , niée Konbon-
zoff, who has dommitted them to paper and inserted in a Russian
review, the Obscheye Dyelo, published at Geneva. She wag found
guilty of opening a school for peasants’ children, independently of
the Ministry of Public Insbruction. As her crime was not peha,l and
as, moreover, she was married to a foreigner, General Gourko m,erely
ordered her to.be sent over the frontier., This is how she deseribés’
her journey from St. Petersburg to Prussia. I shall print extracts
from her narrative without comment, merely premising ‘that its
a}cﬁuracy, even- to the minutest detals, -is absolutely unimpeach-
able :— e ' '

I was sent to Vilno with. fifty prisoners—men and women. From the railwa
at'atmn‘we were taken to the town prison and lept thers for twe hours, late a{
night, in_an open yard, under o drenching rain, At lash we were pu.sheci into &
dsale comidor and counted.  Two soldiers laid hold on me and insulted me shame-
fully, T wag not the only cne thus outraged,for in the dazlmess I heard the exies of
many desperate women hesides. After many oaths and much foul language, the
fire was lighted, and I found myself in a spacious room in which it was %np%s’sible
to take a step in any direction without treading on the women who were slesping.
on the floor. . Two women who oceupied a bed ook pity on nﬂe, and invited me to

vyashinlgs in Siberia. The severity of the punishment can thus be varied ad @nﬁm!ﬁmn '
according to the wish of the anthorities and to that degree of revenge which is d‘eemec{
appropriate; - - : ’ :

VoL, XIIT.—No. 71. D
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ghare it with them, . . v When I awoke next -marning, T was still suffering from

the spenes of yesterday; but the female prisoners—assagsing and thieves—wore so
lind to me that hy-end-hy I grow calm. Next night we were ¢ ttirned out’ from
the prison and paraded in the yard fob the sfart, under » hesvy rain, T do not
Tmow how I happened to escape the flsts of the gaolers, s the prizoners did not

" pnderstand the evolutions and performed them umder & storm of blows and curses; 3
those who profested—-saying that they ought not fo he Leaten—wore put in irons; 38
and sent to the trein, in the teoth of the low which says that in the cellular -

waggons 1o prisoner shall be chained.
" Arrived et Kovno, we spent the whole day in going from one police station to

another, ‘In the evening we were talten to the prison for “women, where the

Indy-superintendent was railing against the head gaoler and swearing. that she
would give him Dloody teeth, . The prisoners told me that she-often kept her pro-
mises of this s0r6, o« a's Here 1 spent a'week ameng murderesses, thieves, and
women arrestod by misteke, Misfortune unites the unfortunate, and everybody

tried to fanke life more tolorable for the rest; all weve very kind to me end did

{heivrbektto console fne. On the previous day L'had eaten nothing, for the day the
prisoncrs. are: hrought to the prison they receive,no food ; so'T fainted from hunger, *

and the prispners pave me. of their breed and were ns Xkind as they could be ; the

female .inspector, however, was on duty: she was shouting ont such. shameless .

ot as Tow dranken men wolld use,' . . » After a woelds stay in Kowmo, I was

donf on Foot 16 the rlext tdwn, After throe days’ march wo cams to Maridmpol;

my-fest were wounded;-and. my skookings full.of bleed. . The scldiers edvised me
to.aslc for & car, but, I preferred physical suffering to the confinuous cursing.-and

foul language of the chiefs. All the ssme, they toek me hefore their commender, .
and he rematked that T had walked three days and so could walk a fowrth., We.

éame néxt day to Wolkowyslk, from whenee we wers to be sént on to Prussia. I
and five others were put provisionally in the depdh, The-women's depertment was
in ruins, so.we wete talken to the men'a. «s I.did not know what to: do,.aa there

was 1o place. to sit down, except on ’gha.drqadfully filthy floor: there was even no_
straw, and the spench on t‘he,ﬂoor_lget me vomiting instantly, . . « The water- -
closet was a Jarge pond ; it had to e crossed on & broken ladder which gave way

andor one of us end plinged him in the filth below, - L eould now widesstand the
smelly the pond goes under the building, the floer of which ia impregnated with
Aewnge. T S A SR : Lo

- Here T spent two days and. two nights, passing the whole time gt the window.
« o o, Jn the night the doors were opened, and, with droadful cries, drunlen prosti~
tutes were thrown into cur reom., They aléo hrought us a mantac; he wea quite
sinliad, 'ThS intserableprisoners ere huppy on such occurrences; thoy torménted
tho menise and reduced himto despair, until at Tast lie fall on the floor in a fit and
lay there foaming at the mouth, - On the third day, a.soldiex of the depdt, w. Jow,
ook me into his room, a tiny cell, where I stayed with his wife. 4 o » The prigoners
told me that many of them were deteined ¢ by mistake’ for seven and eight months

awaiting {heir papers before heing sent across the frontler,  Ii is enay to imagine -

their condition after o seven menths® stay in this sewer. without a change of linen..

They advised e to-give the gacler: momey, as he would then send me on fo .
Prussia immediately. But I had been siz weeks on the way already, and my

Tetters had nob renched my people. . .. At last, the soldier allowed me to go to
the post-office with his wife, and I sent a ragistored letter fo St, Pelershurg.
[Madzme C—— hasinfinential lsin sfolk in the capitel, and in a few days the governor-
gorieral telegraplied for her to be sent on'ingtantly to Prossia,] My papers (she
anys) were (discovered immediately, and 1 was sent to Iydthunen and set at

liberty,

Tt must be owned that the picture is horrible. Bub it is not a
whit overcharged. To such of us Russiang as have had to do with
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prisoniers; every word rings true and every scene looks normal, - Oaths,
filth, brutality, bribery, blows, hunger—these are the essentials of
every ostrog and of every depdt from Kovno fo Kamechatka, and from
Arkhangel to. Erzerum. Did my space permit, I .might prove it
with a hundred stories more. o ‘ ' :
.- Such are the prisons of Western Russia. They are no better in.
the East and in the South. A person who was confined at Perm (it
is » pity that Mr. Tansdell, when arrested in August last under. sus-
picien of Nihilism, in the mneighbourhood of Perm, did not make
aoquaintance. with this prison !) wrote to the Poradok :—* The gaoler
is one CGravriloff; . .. beating “in the jaws (o mmordu), flogging,
confinement in frozen black-holes, and starvation—such are the
characteristics of the gaok.-. . . For cvery complaint the prisoners are
gent “to the bath” (thal is, are flogged), or have a taste of the black-
hole, « « « The mortality is dreadful” Ab Vladimir, there were so
many attempts at escape thab it was made the subject of a special
inquivy. ¢ The prisoners declared that on the allowance they received
it was utberly impossible to keep bedy and soul ‘tegether. Many
gomplaints were addressed to headquarters, bubthey all remained uns
answered. © At last the prisoners complained to the Mosdow Superior-
Court ; but the gaoler got to hear of the mattet, instituted a search,
and took possession of the document.” It i3 easy to imiagine that the
mortality must be immense in such prisons; but, surely, the reality
supersedes all that might be imagined, - Thus, the priest of the:
Kharkoff prison said in 1878 from the pulpit, and the - Eparchial.
Gazette of 1869 reproduced the fact, that in the course of four
months, of the 500 inmates of the prison two hundred died from:
geurvy. No Aretic expedition, recent ox remote, wis so mortal as the..
detention in a Russian prison. At Kieff, the gaol'wag a sink of typhus-.
fever. In one month the deaths were counted by hundreds, and fresh...
batohes were brought in to fill the room of those reroved by “death.: .
This was in all the newspapers.. Onlya year afterwards - (June 12, _
1882) a circular from the Chief Board of Prisons explained. . the-
epidemics ‘as follows:—*¢ 1. The prison was dreadfully overcrowded,...
although it was very easy to transfer many of the prisoners to - other
prisons, 2:The rooms were very damp; the walls were covered with
mildew, and the floor was rotten in many places; 3. The cesspools..,
were in such a state that the ground about them was impregnated:
with sewage ; and so on, and so on, The Board added that owing to: .
the same foulness other prisons were also exposed to experience the .
same epidemies, = . - : N '
The chief prison in St. Petersburg, the go-called ¢ Litovskiyr
Zamok, is cleaner ; but this old-fashioned, damp, and dark building
ghould simply be levelled to the ground. The common prisoners have:
a certain amount of work to do. But the. political ones are kept n
their cells in absolute idleness ; and some friends of mine—-the heroes
»2
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of the trial of 193 who had two years and more of this prison—
desoribe, it as one of the worst they know. The cells are very small,
very dark, and very damp; and the gaoler Makaroff was a wild beast
pure and simple. . The consequences of solitary confinement in this
prison I have described in a former paper. It is worthy of notice
that the common allowance for food is seven kopeks per day, and 10
kopeks for prisoners of privileged classes, the price of black rye kread
being-three and four kopeks a pound. ‘

But the pride of our authorities—the show-place for the foreign ° -3
vigitors—is the new ¢ Iouse of Detention’ at St. Petersburg. It is

a <model prison,’-—the only one of its kind in Russia,—built on the
plan of the Belgian gaols. T know it from personal experience, as I
was detained there for three months, before my transfer to the lockup

at the Military Hospital. It is the only clean gaol for common -

prisoners in Russia. Clean it certainly is. The scrubbing-brush is
never idle there, and the activity of broom and pail is almost demoniac.
It is an exhibition, and the prisoners have to keep it shining. All

morning long dothey sweep, and serub, and polish the asphalte floor; -

and dearly have they to pay for its brightness. The atmosphere is
charged with asphaltic particles (I made a paper-shade for my gas,

and in a few hours I could draw patierns with my finger in the dust

with which it was coated}; and this you have to breathe. The three
upper stories receive all the exhalations of the floors below, and the

ventilation is so bad that in the evenings, when all doors are shut, the -
place is literally suffocating. -Two or three special committees were . - 7

appointed one after the other to find out the means of improving the
ventilation ; .and the last one, under the presidency of M. Groth,
Secretary. of State, reported in June last that to be made habitable,
the whole building (which has cost twice ag much as similar prisons
_ in Belgium and Grermany) must be completely rebuilt, as o repairs,

however-thorough, could make the -ventilation tolerable. The cells

are ten feet long and seven feet wide ; and at one time the prison rules

obliged us to keep open the traps in our doors to the end that we

might not be asphyxiated where we sat. . Afterwaxde the rule was

cancelled, and the traps were shut, and we were compelled to face as -

best we could the effects of a temperature that was sometimes stiflingly

hot and sometimes freezing. But for the greater activity and life of -

the place, I should have regretted, all dark and dripping as it was,

my casemate in the fortress of Peter and Paul—a true grave where '

the. prisoner for two, three, five, ten years hears mo human voice and

seeg no human being, excepting two or three gaolers, deat and mute :

wheén addressed by the. prisoners, I shall never forget the children I

met one day in the corridor of the House of Detention, They also,

like us, wers awaiting trial months and years along.  Their greyish-

yellow emaciated faces, their frightened and bewildered looks, were ’

worth whole volumes of essays and reports ¢ on the benefits of cellular
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.confinerment in a model prison.’ As for the administration of the
House of Detention, sufficient to say that even the Rugsian papers
talked openly of the-way in which the prisoners’ allowances were
goquestrated ; so that last year, a committee of inquiry was appointed,
when it was found that the facts were even darker than had been re-
ported. But all this is a trifle, indeed, in comparison with the treat-
ment of prisoners. Mere it was that Gencral Trepoff crdered Bogo-
luboff to- be flogged, had the prisoners who protested in their cells

~ knocked down and beaten, and afterwards confined several of them-—

for five days—in cells by the washing-rooms, among excrements, and
in a temperature of forty-five degrees. In the faco of these facts,
what a pitiful irony is in the words of Mr, Lansdell’s admiring
remark :—¢ Thoge who wish to know what Russia car do, onght to
visit this House of Detention’! :
'The great variety of punishments inflicted under our penal code
may be divided broadly into four categories, - The first is that of
hard labour, with the loss of all civil rights. The convict's property
passes to his heirs ; he is dead in law, and his wife can marry another;
he may be flogged with rods, or with the pléte (cat-o’-nine-tails) ad
Iibitum by each drunken gnoler. After having been kept to hard
labour in the Siberian mines, or factories, he is settled for life some-
where in the country. The second category is that of -compulsory
colonisation, accompanied by a complete or partial loss of civil rights,
and is equivalent to Siberia for life. Under the third category are
dealt with all conviets condemned to compulgory labour in the avrres-
tantskiye roty, without loss of eivil rights. The fourth—omitting
maneh of less importance—is of banishment to Siberia, without trial,

- and by order of the Executive, for an undetermined period ; that is;

mostly for life. . 4

The subject of Siberian exile is so vast and tragical in itself, and
has given rise to such an amount of error and migrepresentation, that
it would be idle to approach it in this place. On a fubnre cccagion I
hope to discuss it at length. In the present paper, however, 1 shall
confine myself to an aceount of such convicts as are detained in Russia
itgelf, in the so-called Provisory Central Prisons. :

These are but recenily introduced. Formerly, the hard labour
convicts were sent straight off to Siberia: to the mines belonging < te
the Cabinet of the Emperor "—that are, in other words, the private
property of the Crown. Some of these, however, got worked out;
others were found (or represented) so unremunerative in the hands of
thie Crown administration that they were sold to private persons who
made fortunes with them ; and Russia: in Europe was compelled to
take charge of her hard labour cases herself, A fow central prisons
wext: therefore built in Russia, where convicts are kept for a'time (one’
third to one fourth of their sentence) before being sent to Siberia or
Sakhalin, Society at large is of course inclined to regard hard labour
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convicts ag the worst. of eriminals, . But:in: Ruseia this . is very far
from being the cage, Murder, robbery,. burglary, forgery, will-all
bring a man to hard labours bub so, too, with an-attempt at suicide
go with ¢ sacrilege and blasphemy,’ which usually means no move than
dissent ; so with *rebellion’~—or rather-what is.icalled rebellion .in
Russin—which is mostly no more: than- common :disobedience :to
authorities ; so with any and everyisort of political offence; and so
with ¢ yagrancy,’ that mostly means escape from Siberia. Among the

murderers, too, you will find not. only the- professional shedder of y |

blood-—a very rare type with us-—bubmen who have taken life under

guch circumstances as, before a jury, or in the hands-.of :a honest ad- .

voeate, would have ensured their-acquittal. In any case, only 30 per
cent. or.so of the 2,000 to 2,600 men:and women: yearly sont: down: to
hard labour are condemned as assassing. The rest—in nearly equal
proportions—are either ¢ vagrants’ or men and women charged with
one of the minar offences recapitulated above, .

 The Central Prisons were instituted with the idea of inflicting a
punishment of the severest type. The idéa was—there can, I am
afraid, be no doubt about it—that you conld not take too little trouble

with conviets, nor get rid of them too goon.: To this end these prisens -
were provided with such gacleis and keepers—mostly military officers .
—ag8 were renowned for cruelty with men; 'and these ruffians were -

gifted with full power over their. charges and with full liberty. of
action, and had orders to be as harsh.as possible.. The end to which
they were appointed has been. magnificently attained : the Central
Prisons are so many practical hells; the horrors of hard . labour in
Siberin-have faded before them, and all those who: have the experi-
-ence .of thern are unanimous in declaring that the day a prisoner
starts for Siberia is the happiest of his life, . .-_
Exploring these prisons as a ¢ distinguished visitor,” you will, if
you are in search of emotions, be egregiously disappointed. You will
see no more than a dirty building, cramnied with idle inmates lounging
and sprawling on the sloping, inclined platforms which run round the
walls, and are covered with nothing but a sheet of filth, , You may
be permitted to visit a number of eells for ¢ secret ’ or political cases
and if you question the inmates, you will certainly be told by them
that they are ¢ quite satisfied with everything,) To know the reality
one must oneself have been a prisoner, Records of actual experience
are.few; but they exist, and to one of the most striking I propose to
refer. It was written by an officer who was condemned. to- hard
lahour for an assanlt committed in a morment of excitement, and who
was pardoned by the Tsar after a few years’ detention. His story was
published in a Conservative review (the Russkaya Ryech, for January
1882) at a time, under Lorig-Melikoff’s administration, when there
wag mueh tall of prison reform and some Iiberty in'the press; and
there was not a journal that did not recognise the unimpeachable
veracity of this tale. The experience of our friends wholly confirms it.
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.. There is nothing 'uncomn'lqi;' in the aceount of thematerml cu'-
wimstances of 1ife in this Central 1’_ris‘on. : Th’eygre_ in _-E_;'pfn_?l :30_1:;
invarisble all over Russia. If we know that the gaol was b1_n t f.'or
250 inmates, and actunlly contained ,4:(')0, we (o not Feed_ to ;nqmr_e
;m.ore- about ganitary. conditions. . In like mannet, ﬁhe ;Ifrfooc"lﬂw-(_a,a
neither better nor Worsg than elsewhere. SQVen'Vk'opel:;s"(.ll—;i‘d.? a da,y
4g o very poot ‘allowance’ per prispge_'r, 'a'ncl. the _ggplgp _a_.ngl er;o;lqmz
peing family men, of course they save as much as they can. y
quarter of & pound of black rye bread for breq,kﬁltslt_‘; & soup made of
bull’s heart and liver or of seven pounds of r_neat, t?jgnﬁyz poupds} of
‘waste oats, twenty pounds of sour cabbage, and plfen‘py_ of Wat?l';
many Russian prisoners would congider it ds 'an enviable fogd. T o
moral conditions of life are not so _satisfying. Ali_ daz’lng_ thele is
nothing to do—for weeks, and-moﬁt_h&“, and years on enid. V’VI'here are
workshops, it is trué; but to the‘_se -Qn_lyc slglled cra.ftsmen (W.hoge
achievement is the prison-keeper’s perquisite) are admﬂlbt,e-d. ‘ For the
;otliers there ig neither work, nor hope of Worl;f-unless it 1s in stormy
weather, when the governor may set-one half '._of them jco shc_.vgl the
ariow irfto heaps, and the other half to shovel it ﬁ&t. again. The blank
monotony of their lives is only varied by cha,.stlsement. In @hg
particular prison of which T.am writing, thfc,pums‘t-lmegts were varie
and - ingenious. For smoking, and minor: oﬁ'epces .Of 1.3ha1:, so_rt, a
prisoner could get a two hours’ kneeling on the bar.e.ﬂa,gs, in & ‘spot
_ —the thoroughfare of icy winter winds—selected diligently ad hoc.
- The next punishment for the same’ minor offences was the b}aol;-
holes—the warm one, and the cold one, underground, with a temper-
atiire ab freesing point.  In both, prisoners Elgpt. on the st_ones,-a,nd
the term of durance dépended on the will of the governor. _
 ¢Several of us,’ says our author, ¢ were -kepf; there fo'r a fortnight ;
after which they were literally dragged out into dg,yhg,ht and. ‘oh‘en
dismissed to the land:where pain and suffering are not. Is 1t.':any
svonder that during the four years over which the writer’s experience
extends, the average mortality in the prigon should have.bgen thlrty
‘per.cent, per annum ? ¢ It must not be bho'ught,’ the W.l‘.lte.}l‘ goes on
.bo gay, ¢ that those on whom penalties of tluls sort were inflicted Weref
“hardened desperadoes ; we incurred them if we saved a mo.rsel o’
bread from dinner for the supper, or if a match was fou_nd. on-a prisonet.
The ¢ desperadoes ® were treated after another fashion. - One, fc‘n'
.instance, was kept for nine months in solitary c'on.ﬁnement in a da.ii:
gell-—originally intended for cases of ophthalmia-~and came out a,-_l
_but blind and mad. There is worse behind,

In the evening (he continues) the governor went Lis rounds and us}l;a]ly lJegmi
his favourite ocenpation—Iflogging. A ety NEITCY bench wos 'brfmg-tl oul s :]a::d
“soon the place resounded with shrieks, while the governor, smﬁ)kmg a cl_gm,a ooh :
“on ard counted the lashes, The birch-rods were of exceptional size, anftw‘l'.ﬂa;n
.not in use were kept immersed in water o make them more pliant. After the
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tonth Insh the shrieldng ceased, and nothing was heard bub groans, 'Flogging

wag usually applied in batehes, to five, ten men, cr more, and when the execution
was ovar, a great pool of blood would remein to-mark the spot, Qur neighbours
without the walls used at these times to pass to the other side of the street, sign-
ing themselves in horror and dread, A fter every such scene we had two or threo
diys of comparative peaca; for the flogging had a scothing influeuce on the
governor’s nerves.  ITe soon, however, beeame himself again, When ho was very
drunly, and his left moustache was drepping and limp, or when he went out shooting
and came home with an empty bag, we knew that that smme evoning the rods
would be seb at work. o

After this it is unnecessary to speak about many other revoltiné‘ h
details of life in the same prison. But there is a touch that foreign

visitors would do well to lay to heart.

On one cceasion (the writer says) we were visited by an inspector of prisons,
After casting a lock down the seuttls, he asked us if our food was good.? or was

there anything of which we could complain# Not only did the inmates declare

that they were completely setisfied, they even enumerated articles of diet which
wehad never so much as smelt. . . . This sort of thing (he adds) is only natural.
If eomplaints were mads, the inspector would lecturs the governor a little and go

“away; while the prisoners who made them would remain behind and he paid for .

their tomerity with the rod or the hlack-hole,

The prison in question’ iz close by St. Potersburg, What more :
remote provincial prisons are like, my readers may imagine. I have
mentioned above those of Perm and Kharkoff; and, according to the -

(folos, the Central Prison at Simbirsk is a centre of peculation and

thievery., Friends of mine report the same of the "second Central -

Prison of the government of Kharkoff, where political convicts are

detained. These latter are far worse off than their companions, the
criminals. They are kept for three to five years in solitary confine~

ment and in irons, in dark, damp cells that measure only ten feet by
six, ‘absolutely isolatod from any intercourse with human beings.
Knowing by two yeurs and a half of personal experience what solitary
confinement is, 1 do not hesitate to say that, as practised: in Russia,
it is one of the cruellest tortures man can suffer. The prisoner’s
health, however robust, is irreparably ruined, Military science
teaches that in a beleagnered garrison which has been for several
months on short rations, the mortality increases beyond any measure,
This is still more true of men in solitary confinement. The want of
fresh air, the lack of exercise for body and mind, the habit of silence,
the absence of those thousand and ome impressions which, when at
liberty, we daily and howrly receive, the fact that we are open to no
impressions that are not imaginative—all these combine to make
solitary confinement a sure and cruel form of murder. If conversa-
tion with neighbour prisoners (by means of light knocks on the wall)
is possible, it is a relief, the immensity of which can be duly appre-
ciated only by one who was reduced for one or two years to absolute
separation from all humanity. But it is alzo a new gource of guffor-
ingsy a8 very often your own moral sufferings are increased by thore
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 dreadful images that beset and overrun his tormented brain.

,

~ our friends have found to their cost.
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you experience from witnessivg day by day the grov'ving! '.madness of
your neighbour, when you perceive in each of his messages -thg
That
i the kind of confinement to which political prisoner;s are su.bmibted
when awaiting trial for three or four years. DBut it is still worse
aftér the condemnation when they are brought to the Kharkoff
(entral Prison. Not only the cells are darker and. damper than else~
where, and the food is worse than common (the allowance being'ﬁ've
farthings a day); but, in addition, the prisoners are carefully main-
tained in absolute idleness. No books are allowed, and, of course, ng
wiiting materials, and no implements for manual labour. No means
of easing the tortured mind, ror anything on which to concentrate
the morbid activity of the braini and, in proportion as the body
droops and sickens, the spirit becomes wilder and more desperate.
Physical suffering is seldom or never insupportable; the anmalsof
“war, of martyrdom, of sickness, abound in instances in preof, DBut
moral torment—after years of infliction—is utterly intolerable, This
Shut up in the fortresses and
houses of detention first of all, and afterwards in the Central Prisons,
they go rapidly to decay, and  either go calmly to the gruve, or be-
ecome lunaties, They do not go mad as, after being outraged by
gendarmes, Miss M ; the promising young painter, went mad,
She was bereft of reason instantly ; her madness was simultaneous
with her shame. Upon them insanity steals gradually and slowly :
the mind rots in the body ¢ from hour to hour.’
v In July 1878 the life of the prisoners at the Kharkoff prison had
‘become so insupportable, that six of them resolved to starve them-
gelves to death, For a whole week they refused to eat; and when the
governor-general ordered them to bLe fed by ihjection,. such scenes
ensued as obliged the prison authorities to abandon ths idea. To
seduce them back to life, officialism made them certain promises: as,
for-instance, to allow them walking exercise, and to take the eick out
of irons. None of these promises were kept; and for five long years
the survivors were left to the mercy of such a gaoler as I have
described. A few months ago a first party of our friends detained
in Central Prisons were sewt to the Kara mines (to make a total of
154 political prisoners, men and women, at @hese mines) ; they; knew
very well the fate that was reserved to them in Siberia, and still the
“day they left this hell was considered by all them as a happy day of
deliverance. After the Central Prison, hard labour in Biberia looks
a3 a paradise. : .
It may seem that the harshness of solitary confinement in such
conditions cannot bhe surpassed, But there is a harder fate in store
for political prisomers in Russia, After the ¢ Trial of the Sixteen’
(November 1880), Europe learned with- satisfaction that out of five
- condemned to death, three had had their sentences commuted by the
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Tsar, We now know. what commutation means.’ Instead of being

sent to Siberia, or to' a Central Prison, according to. law, they were
immured in the fortress of Peter and Paul at St. Petersburg; in cells
contrived. in what has heen the tavelin? These are so dark that
candles are burnt in them for twenty-two hours out of the twenty-
four, -The walls ‘are literally dripping with damp, and ¢there are
pools of water on .the floor .¢Not only books are disallowed, but
everything that might help to oceupy the attention. Zoubkoveky

made geometrical figures with his bread, to practise geometry ; they . 4

were immediately taken away, the gaoler saying that hard-labour
convicts were mnot permitted to amuse. themselves To render
solitary confinement still move insupportable, a gendarme and a
soldier are-stationed within the cells. The gendarme is continually
on the watch, and if the prisoner looks at anything or at any point,
he goes to see what. has aftracted his attention. The horrors of
solitary confinement are thus aggravated tenfold. The duietest

prisoner. soon. beging to hate the epies set over him, and is moved to :
frenzy by the mere fact of their presence. It is superfluous to add = §
$hat the slightest disobedience is punished by blows and black-holes.’
All who. were subjected to thig régime fell ill in no time, After less.
than one year of i, Shiryaeff had taken consumption ; Okladsky—a -

robust and vigorous working man, whose remarkable speech to the -
Qouxt was reproduced by the London papers—had gone mad ; Tikho-

noff, & strong man likewise, was down with seurvy, and eould not sif .

up in his bed. By a mere ¢ commutation of sentence’ the three were

brought to death’s door in a eingle year. Of the .other five con--

demned to hard labour, and immured in the same fortress, two—
Martynovsky and Tsukermann—went mad, and in that state were
constantly black-holed, so that Martynovsky at last attempted
guicide. ‘ : :

I cannob enter here into more details and give more facts to illus-
trate the fate of political and common law convicts in Russia. The

foregoing give, however, some idea of it. The whole ig summed up-

in a sentence of that record of prison life on which I have already
drawn go largely and to such terrible purpose. '

In conclusion (writes the aﬁthor) I must add that the prison now rejoices in.

snother governor, The old one quarrelled with the treasurer on the subject of
peculation from the prisoners’ allowance, and in the end they were both dismissed.
The new governor is not such a ruffian as his predecessor; T understand, howsvet,
that with him the prisoners are starving far more than formerly, and thet he iz in
the highit of giving his fists full play on the countenances of hig chargas.

This remark sums up the whole ¢ Reform of Prisons’in Russia.-

One tyrant may be dismissed, but he will be succeeded by some one

¢ The suthentic record of thelr imprisonment was published in the last number of
the WL of the Peopls, and reproduced in the publication No Rodinye (* Ab Home ),

.
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i badsior ayen  worse, than himself, Ti i¢ not by changinga few

menyhuponly by changing completely from top to bottom the
‘wholeusystem, that any -amelioration: can be made ;- and such is algo
{the wconclugion of a special committes: recently. appointed by the
(overnment;: -Bub it would be mere self-delusion to conceive im-
';igl'bﬁ{éi]ﬂ&ﬁffr possible tmder such a régime as we now enjoy. At least

" [hislf a-dezen-:commissions haye already gone forth to inquire, and all
. have eome to the conclusion that unless the Government is prepared

to.qmeiet extraoxdinary expenses, our prisond must remain what they
ares; Bub honest and capable men are far more needed than money,
gnd; these. the present Government cannot and will not discover.
‘They exist in Russia, and they “exist in great numbers; bubt their

. gervices are not required. Mr. Lansdell knew one, and has described

him—Colonel Kononoviteh, chief of the penal settlement at Kara.
e has told us how, without any expense to the Crown, M. Konono-
vitch had repaired the weatherworn, rotten -buildings, and had made
‘them more or legs habitable; and how, with the microscopic means
at his disposal, he contrived to improve the food ; and all he has

told is true. Bub Mr, Lansdell’s praise, together with like praise '

contained in a letter intercepted on its way from Siberia, were suffi-
cient reasons for rendering M. Konohoviteh suspicious to our Govern-
ment. He immediately was dismisted, and his successor received
the order to reintroduce the iron rule of years past. The politieal
conviets, who enjoyed a relative liberty after the legal term of
imprisonment had expired, are in irone once more; not all, however,
"as two have preferred to commit suicide ; and once more affairg
are ordered as the Government desires to seethem, Amnother gentle-
man, of whom Mr. Lansdell speaks, and justly, in high terms—
General Pedashenko—has been dismissed too, for refusing to confirm
a sentence of death which had been passed by a military tribunal on
the eonviet Schedrin, found guilty of striking an officer for insulting
two ladies, his fellow sufferers, Bogomolets and Kovalsky.

It is everywhere the same. To devote omeself to any educa-~
tional work, or to the conviet population, ig inevitably to ineur
dismissa]l and disgrace. Near St. Petersburg we have a reforma-
tory—a penal settlement for children and growing lads. To the
cause of these poor creatures a gentleman named Herd-—grandson of
the famous Scotchman employed by Alexander L in the reform of
our prisons—had devoted himself body and soul. He had an abun-
dance of energy and charm; his whole heart was in the work ; he
might have rivalled Pestalozzi. Under his ennobling influence boy-
thieves and ruffians, penetrated with all the vices of the streets and
the lockups, learned to be men in the best semse of the word, To
send a boy away from the common labowr-grounds or from the
classes was the greatest punichment admitted in this penal colony,
which soon becarhe a real model colony. Bubt men like Herd are
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not the men our Government is in 'need of. Ie was dismissed his
place, and the -institution he ruled so wisely has become a genuine
Russian prison, complete to the rod and the black-hole. '

These examples are typical both of what we have to suffer and .

‘of what we have to expect, It is'a fancy to imagine that anything

could be reformed in our prisons. Our prisons are the reflection of .

‘the whole of our life under the prezent védgime; and they will
remain what they are now until the whole of our system of govern-
ment and the whole of our life have undergone a thorough change.
Then, but only then, ¢ Russia may show what it can realise;’ but

this, with regard to erime, would be—I hope—quite different from '

what is now understood under the name of ¢a good prison.’

P. KRAPOTKINE.
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ON TASTE IN DRESS.

Tr will readily be agreed that faghion in female dress should be in
good taste, but to say dogmatically what constitutes good taste in
costume or lay down precise rules to govern it would not be easy.
Qpinions on such a subject may be bub opinions, more or less coloured
by individual idiosynerasy, education, and habit, and it ig desirable
that a wide mavgin should be left for the play of fancy in combina-~
tions that are almost infinite, Mountains are made up of molecules ;
the atmosphere in which we move has much to do with the life we

Jive ; no one floats independently-on the eurrent that carries all along, -

and it is impossible to suppose that habits of mind will not be influenced
by the impressions surroundings make upon us. We become habituated
to bad or good language, coarse or refined manners, and acquire
more or less the one or the other. Fashion, as long as it deals only

. ywith - outward effects, if not persistently bad enough to destroy

natural tasbe, is not a matter to be treated with overmuch solemmity.
Proportion is to be observed even in our sincerest convictions, and we
may smile or sigh lightly over aberrations which have no more im-
portance than can belong to things put on one moment and thrown

off the next. But if such things become indications of the presence

or -absehce of what is much to be regretted or much to be valued,

they reasonably give rise to reflections deeper and more serious than -

their essence scems ab first to warrant. In complicated machinery all
things may be said to depend wpon all other things; and what so
complex ag our social machine? The waywardness of feminine
fashions is not a subject for puritanic objection ; the changeableness
affords occupation for many, and variety is a better thing. than
monotony. DBut while these considerations should check dogmatio

" utterances, it will not do to ignore conclusions based upon acknowledged

principles, What we may certainly lJament is the apparent want of
any principle in the fluctuations of fashion, excess in one direction
being invariably followed by excess in the opposite direction, Crino-
line is dropped, but everything seems to be dropped with it. The
fashionable lady’s gown fits so closely to her person that freedom of
movement becomes impossible. One thing only appears to be a per-
manent idea—that a very small waist is a beautiful thing, a thing to
he attained at the expense of health and comfort and good semse,




